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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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1 . Claims 37-42 are pending. 

2. A request for continued examination* under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/02/06 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 37-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Havekost etal [5,768,119]. 

3. As per claim 37, Havekost discloses A method of sending an alert management 
message to a plurality of recipients on a broadcast channel [Havekost, event/alarm 
reporting and broadcast message service, col 17 lines 5-59, Fig 1C] comprising: 

receiving an alert which can be one of a plurality of different types from one of 
the plurality of recipients [Havekost, a list of alarm types, col 40 lines 50-59]; 

generating a first data field that identifies at least one target recipient from 
among the plurality of recipients, the at least one target recipient including the one 
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of the plurality of recipients [Havekost, device table includes device ID, name, Ip 
address, col 1 1 lines 27-37; a plurality devices, col 5 lines 30-35]; 

generating a second data field that identifies the type of alert management 
message [Havekost, generate signals of various types to various field devices, col 5 
lines 56-63], wherein the type of alert management message is based on the type of 
alert [Havekost, alarm types table, col 39 lines 5-65]; and 

transmitting the data fields to the recipients [Havekost, transmit data between 
two devices, col 17 lines 35-45; a distinct data type allows presentation of the state of 
individual alarm, col 43 lines 1-6]. 

4. As per claim 38 Havekost discloses generating a third data field that uniquely 
identifies the alert management message [Havekost, generate signals of various types 
to various field devices, col 5 lines 56-63]. 

5. As per claim 39 Havekost discloses generating the payload message, the 
payload message comprised of at least one byte; transmitting the number of bytes in 
the payload message; and transmitting the payload message as inherent feature of 
transmit data between two devices. 

6. As per claim 40 Havekost discloses An article comprising a computer-readable 
medium that stores computer-executable instructions for sending an alert management 
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message to a plurality of recipients [Havekost, event/alarm reporting and broadcast 
message service, col 17 lines 5-59, Fig 1C], the instructions causing a machine to: 

receive an alert from one of the plurality of recipients, which alert can be one of a 
plurality of different types [Havekost, a list of alarm types, col 40 lines 50-59]; 

generate a first data field that identifies at least one target recipient from among 
the plurality of recipients, the at least one target recipient including the one of the 
plurality of recipients [Havekost, device table includes device ID, name, Ip address, col 
1 1 lines 27-37; a plurality devices, col 5 lines 30-35]; 

generate a second data field that identifies the type of alert management 
message based on the type of the alert [Havekost, generate signals of various types to 
various field devices, col 5 lines 56-63; alarm types table, col 39 lines 5-65]; and 

transmit the data fields to the recipients [Havekost, transmit data between two 
devices, col 17 lines 35-45; a distinct data type allows presentation of the state of 
individual alarm, col 43 lines 1-6]. 

7. As per claim 41 Havekost discloses the instructions further causing the machine 
to generate a third data field that uniquely identifies the alert management message 
[Havekost, generate signals of various types to various field devices, col 5 lines 56-63]. 

8. As per claim 42 Havekost discloses generate the payload message, the payload 
message comprised of at least one byte; transmit the number of bytes in the payload 
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message; and transmit the payload message as inherent feature of transmit data 
between two devices. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thong H. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-3904. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Thong Vu 
Primary Examiner 
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